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	28 September 2011
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	European Action Plan update 2011


	Report by:
	Sarah Murray, Brussels Office

	
	

	Purpose

Recommendation

It is recommended that the EIF 
i) notes actions taken on items included in EIF Action Plan 



1.
Background
The Europe and International Forum set down its priority activities for the forthcoming year in the form of an Action Plan since is reformulated itself in July 2010.  It is primarily based on This action plan update is the last before the European Commision publishes its work programme, scheduled for end October.  
2
Recommendation
It is recommended that the EIF notes the updates and developments since the meeting of 5 October 2010.
	Contact: Sarah Murray 


	+32.2.289.1200
	sarah.murray@east-of-england.eu 


Europe & International Affairs Forum Action Plan 2011
Priority actions:

	European Commission work programme 2010
	Forum Aim
	Actions
	Lead
	Timescale
	Status (for updates at future meetings of EIF)

	Strategic issues:
	
	
	
	
	

	EU budget review (EU2020 Strategy, strategic initiative 32)

	To be ready to comment on the prioritisation of key areas for the region such as structural funds, transport etc in preparation for the next multiannual financial framework

	EIF to be informed and to consider ways of communicating regional policies
	EEDA/ LEPs(?)Brussels office


	Published 19 October 2010
	Context for 5th Cohesion Report 

	Proposal for a new Multiannual Financial Framework
	
	
	
	2nd quarter 2011
	

	Communication on innovative financial instruments for the new multiannual financial framework
	Relevant to regional policy and in the context of a smaller budget
	EIF to be informed
	Brussels Office
	?
	


	Transport:
	
	
	
	
	

	White Paper on the Future of transport
	To ensure the regional position is articulated in order to influence the future of transport until 2020
	To actively engage (lobby)
	Brussels Office to brief and support
Regional response to be drafted by EIF and other relevant groupings (RTF etc) working together and establishing leads as appropriate

	Originally expected in December 2010, now delayed to 1st quarter 2011. Expected to coincide with publication of revised TEN-T guidelines.
	Published in March 2011 and presented to the Regional Transport Forum and included in both the Transport Update and the Policy Snapshot.

No consultation has been initiated by the Commission.  

	Sustainable Transport Package: Revising the TEN-T guidelines
	To ensure that the region’s Trans European Transport routes are maintained and that a sufficient budget is available to support future projects (see Budget)
	To continue to be actively involved in speaking up for the priority routes in the region (lobby)
	Brussels office to brief
EIF and other relevant groupings (RTF etc) to work together and establish leads as appropriate
	Following the end of the consultation in September 2010, we could expect a guidelines proposals to emerge in the 1st quarter 2011.

	Publication of the Guidelines has been delayed until at least mid-September 2011.
It is possible that publication may occur in October 2011 and will coincide with further discussions on the future Multi-Annual Financial Framework 2014-2020.

	Sustainable transport package: Strategic Transport Technology Plan
	To maintain a watching brief and flag up issues/opps with appropriate forums
	To be briefed and request follow up on areas of specific interest which may arise out of it (ITS, technological solutions to road safety etc)
	Brussels Office to brief
	1st quarter 2011
	European Commission held a major preparatory conference on the Strategic Plan in May 2011. 

The Commission has not confirmed when the new publication date will be, although it should be before the end of the 2nd quarter 2012. 

	E-mobility package
	To maintain a watching brief and flag up issues/opportunities with appropriate forums
	To be briefed and request follow up on areas of specific interest which may arise out of it (integrated rail ticketing, electronic tolls, digital tachographs etc)
	Brussels Office to brief
	A consultation was expected in 2010 but did not take place, we now expect a Commission Communication in 2nd quarter 2011
	Commission held a public consultation on ‘Multi-Modal Journey Planners’ in April-May 2011 as a precursor to the publication of the final package.
We now expect publication to take place by the end of 2011.

	Safety Package: Communication Towards a European Road Safety area: strategic guidelines for road safety up to 2020.
	To maintain a watching brief and flag up issues/opportunities with appropriate forums
	
	Brussels Office
	
	Communication published in July 2010 and included in policy snapshots and Transport Update newsletter


	Energy/climate change/ environment

	Energy Action Plan 2011-2020
	To identify initiatives for subsequent years
	To receive a briefing
	Brussels Office
	
	Published in Nov ’10 included in policy snapshots

	Energy Infrastructure Package including:

Communication on the preparation of a blueprint for offshore grids in the northern seas of Europe
	Context for those working on development of our offshore wind capacity
	May warrant a briefing for relevant actors 
	Brussels Office
	
	Published in Nov ’10 and included in policy snapshots 

	Roadmap for a low carbon energy system by 2050
	
	Watching brief
	Brussels Office
	
	Energy Roadmap will be published in 2nd half 2011. Consultation currently open until 07/03/11. All publicised in policy snapshots.

	Communication on ‘Mainstreaming climate adaptation and mitigation in EU policies and climate proofing of financial instruments
	Could give early warning of future action on mainstreaming
	May warrant a briefing
	Brussels office

	
	

	Communication on roadmap for low-carbon economy by 2050  also with a view to determining the necessary scenarios for 2030
	To identify impact and potential for the region
	Possible briefing
	Brussels Office 


	.
	Published 08/03. Included in policy snapshots

	Proposal for a revision of existing legislation to integrate mitigation and adaptation
	To identify impact and potential for the region
	May warrant a briefing
	Brussels Office
	
	

	Roadmap for resource efficient and low carbon Europe in 2020
	Context for those working in the area
	May warrant a briefing for those working in the area when published
	Brussels Office
	
	Flagship initiative launched 31/01. Included in policy snapshots

	Communication on a new post 2010 EU biodiversity policy and strategy
	To ensure heads up
	Possible briefing
	Brussels Office
	
	Published 03/05. Included in policy snapshots and 

	Directive on water efficiency of buildings
	Briefing required as the impact on local authorities could be very high
	A detailed briefing and advice on potential lobbying may be required.
	Brussels Office
	Now not expected before 2012
	

	Communication on green vehicles
	To be informed when published
	Relevant partners to be briefed
	Brussels Office
	
	

	Energy Efficiency Directivde
	Briefing required as the impact on local authorities could be very high
	A detailed briefing and advice on potential lobbying may be required.
	Brussels Office
	Published June 2011
	Report went to July EIF. Follow up required.


	Health

	e-Health action plan
	Will indicate Commission planned activity in detail and orientations for next public heath programme calls
	Briefing required, certainly for Health partners and possibly for wider audience
	Brussels Office
	Expected to be released in the first quarter of 2011.

 
	The results of a public consultation will be analysed and taken into consideration in drafting a policy document setting out an Action plan for eHealth, which is planned to be adopted by the Commission in the fourth quarter of 2011.

	Proposal for Council Recommendation on joint programming on “Health, food, and prevention of health related diseases”
	Gives heads up to relevant partners
	Briefing required, but probably only for relevant partners (SHA, universities)
	Brussels Office
	Joint Programming Initiative (JPI) expected to be released January 2011
	Draft outline of future activities due to be released in September/October 2011. Future activities planned include: Research 
Harmonisation via
Low hanging fruit projects in 2012; Strategic funding
via joint calls in 2013; and, potentially, Joint funding
with FP8 in 2014.

	Review of the Tobacco Products Directive (2001/37/EC) concerning the manufacture, presentation and sale of tobacco products
	Gives heads up to relevant partners
	Briefing required, but probably only for relevant partners (SHA)
	Brussels Office
	Public consultation closed -December 17th - which will inform an impact assessment which is expected to be published in the first quarter 2011.
	The results of the public consultation will be taken into account in the ongoing impact assessment that addresses the economic, social and health impacts as well as the legal feasibility of different policy options. The outcome of this analysis will be presented together with the legislative proposal, which is due in late 2011 or early 2012.


 
	Research, Innovation and ICT

	Communication on a European Plan for Research and Innovation (EU2020 Strategy, Strategic initiative 11)

Innovation Union
	Will set long term strategy and orientations for a wide range of initiatives
· EU Patent

· Public procurement for Research and Innovation

· European Venture Capital Market 
	Briefing required, but probably only for relevant partners (SIC)
	EEDA/Brussels office


	Published 6th October
	Briefing note distributed colleagues and included in the policy snapshot

	Midterm Review of 7th Framework Programme
	This interim evaluation of FP7 will focus on whether it is meeting its objectives, the efficiency and effectiveness of its measures, and the issue of simplification.
	Opportunity to influence. The Forum and or/other partners can look to proactively put forward views and comments regarding the operation of FP7 so far.
	EEDA/ Brussels office


	Report published November 2010
	The High level group for the Mid Term Review of FP7 reported and findings were reviewed, and matters arising were incorporated into the East of England responses to the EU’s FP8 proposals.

A consultative FP round table of academics and practitioners was convened in December 2010, the issues arising were actioned by the Brussels Office.

An East of England response to the BIS consultation on the UK’s  official position regarding EU’s FP8 proposals was submitted by the Brussels Office in January 2011.  

The EU published it’s FP8 proposals Green Paper "From Challenges to Opportunities: Towards a Common Strategic Framework for EU Research and Innovation Funding". The Brussels Office submitted a full response to the Green Paper in May 2011.

Detailed reports to EIF meetings 7th January 2011, 15th April 2011 and 1st July 2011.

	Commission Proposal 8th Framework Programme
	Ensure partners experience of the FP7 programme so far is incorporated, feedback from SMEs especially.  Important to engage as this will shape next framework programme 
	Important that the Forum, and/or others in the partnership contribute actively to this process, particularly to the UK Government consultation on the UK's negotiating position in relation to FP8. An opportunity to contribute to the future development of this funding programme which is financially so significant and relevant to the region’s objectives. It is expected that the approach taken by FP8 could be  significantly changed compared to that of FP7, and there is an opportunity to make legislative changes to simplify the process and enable broader participation.
	EEDA/Brussels Office
	Key Milestones (estimated dates):-

*UK consultation on UK negotiating position - third Qtr 2010;

*European Commission (EC) first outline of policy document - Oct 2010

*EC draft of policy document/orientation paper - First Qtr 2011 (Jan?);

*EC outline of FP8 proposals - May 2011;

*EC draft of FP8 proposals - Sept 2011;

*European Parliament first reading - first Qtr 2012; second reading - second Qtr 2013;

*Adoption of FP8 - third Qtr 2013.
	

	Regulation laying down the rules for the participation and for the dissemination of research results
	To flag this up with relevant organisations within the partnership
	Briefing required, but probably only for relevant partners (SIC)
	Brussels Office
	In 2011 Work Programme
Adopted March 2011 - specifically for Euratom programme
	

	Communication on an overarching action plan for the development of the European Research Area (ERA)
	To note
	Context for other EU initiatives, Framework programme, innovation agenda etc.
	Brussels Office
	ERA Action plan expected 'in the course of 2011'.
	pending

	Communication towards a Resource Efficient Europe and a Smart Sustainable Bio-Economy
	To note
	Possible briefing, depending on content. Context for other initiatives
	Brussels Office
	
	

	Communication on Broadband Strategy
	Follow up to digital agenda Communication.  EIF to be informed and be prepared to engage in debate. 
	EIF to be briefed and to consider ways of engaging in the debate
	Brussels Office
	Published September 2010
	EIF received paper and presentation on 5 October on the broadband package

	Decision to establish a 5-year policy programme for radio spectrum
	Follow up to digital agenda Communication.  EIF to be informed and be prepared to engage in debate
	EIF to be briefed and to consider ways of engaging in the debate
	Brussels Office
	Published September 2010
	

	Next Generation Access Recommendation
	Follow up to digital agenda Communication.  EIF to be informed and be prepared to engage in debate
	EIF to be briefed and to consider ways of engaging in the debate
	Brussels Office
	Published September 2010
	

	Review of the State aid guidelines for broadband networks
	EIF to consider a position on this key issue to ensure all obstacles to broadband rollout are eliminated
	EIF to be briefed and consider a position
	Brussels Office/Local partners
	First online public consultation until August 2011. Proposal for review and further consultation expected in 2012
	EIF received paper 1st July 2011 meeting.

	Communication on “Partnerships in Research and Innovation”
	Part of EU2020 strategy and Innovation Union
	Partners to be made aware of this when published
	Brussels Office
	Expected late September 2011
	


	Maritime, Coastal, Fisheries, Agriculture

	Proposals on the reform of the Common Fisheries Policy (CFP)
	EIF to closely monitor developments in this area on behalf of coastal communities dependant on fishing and aquaculture
	To be briefed and be prepared to respond depending on nature of reform
	Brussels Office
	Proposals expected in 2011, with the reforms in place for 2013
	Published in July 2011 and panel paper sent to EOG and EIF.

	Communication on sea basins (North Sea and Atlantic)
	EIF to be briefed if Communication is significant 
	Possible briefing if communication is important for future of INTERREG programmes
	Brussels Office
	Study and consultation undertaken in 2010, possible Communication now possible late 2011.
	No communication yet published.

	New sources of growth from seas and oceans: Communication on “blue growth” – a new vision for sustainable growth in coastal regions and maritime sectors
	EIF only to be briefed if proposals are significant
	Watching brief
	Brussels Office
	2012
	No new developments

	Common Agriculture Policy (CAP) post-2013
	To be informed of the proposed reforms post-2013, the ongoing legislative work and its potential impact on the East of England
	EIF to be briefed on future Communications and developments
	Brussels Office
	Legislative proposal on CAP post-2013 expected to be published mid-2011, following the consultation in 2010.
	Periodic updates included in the policy snapshot


	Employment and Social Affairs, Home Affairs

	Communication on the platform against poverty (EU2020 Strategy, strategic initiative15)
	EIF possibly to be briefed, depending on relevance of proposal.  As a strategic initiative, EIF should be informed
	Possible brief when published
	Brussels Office
	published December 2010
	Briefing available.

	Agenda for New skills and jobs (EU2020 strategy, strategic initiative 14)
	EIF possibly to be briefed, depending on relevance of proposal.  As a strategic initiative, EIF should be informed
	Information note to be prepared
	Brussels Office
	November 2010

	Published in Nov ’10 and flagged up in policy snapshots and education newsletter

	Proposal on the European Social Fund
	EIF to be briefed and ready to engage on lobby alongside ERDF proposal
	Lobbying if required
	
	Regulation expected ‘3rd Quarter’
	

	Proposal for a Decision on the PROGRESS Programme 2013-2020
	EIF may require briefing 
	Watching brief – possible need for active engagement
	
	Proposal expected November 2011

	

	Communication on an EU agenda for integration of third country national, including the development of a co-ordination mechanism
	Information paper
	To be briefed when published if relevant
	
	Published July 2011
	Report to EIF September 2011

	Proposal for a Directive on the conditions of entry and residence of third-country nationals for the purposes of seasonal employment
	Possible briefing when published
	Information paper to be produced depending on nature of proposals and relevance to local/regional partners
	
	Mid July 2010
	EIF received Report on 5 October 2010

	Communication on Corporate Social Responsibility
	Possible briefing/ assess impact and action arising
	Report to EIF when published
	Brussels Office
	Expected October 2011
	


	Education, Lifelong Learning, Culture, Youth, Sport

	Agenda for New Skills and Jobs (EU2020 Strategy, strategic initiative 14)
	To be informed as this strategic initiative sets context for a new series of policy development and later announcements
	To be briefed when published
	Brussels Office
	November 2010
	Published in Nov ’10 and flagged up in policy snapshots and education newsletter

	Communication on Youth Employment (EU2020 Strategy, strategic initiative 13)
	To be informed as this strategic initiative sets context for a new series of policy development (including ESF) and later announcements
	To be briefed when published
	Brussels Office
	
	

	Proposal of the Commission for a Council Recommendation on early school leaving
	To be informed if relevant.  Policy is aimed at Member States Governments but local authority responsibility for education means this could be relevant
	Relevant partners to be briefed depending on relevance of content when published
	Brussels Office
	
	Published 31/01. Included in policy snapshots and education newsletter

	Commission proposal for a Council Recommendation on informal and non formal learning
	To be informed when published and updated as required
	Relevant partners to be briefed (ACER?)
	Brussels Office
	
	Consultation published with deadline 09/02/11. Flagged up in policy snapshots and education newsletter

	Communication on the modernisation of higher education
	To be informed when published and updated as required
	Prepare briefing for relevant partners (AUEE etc.)
	Brussels Office
	
	Consultation published in January

	Commission Communication: Proposal for a new benchmark on language skills
	To be informed when published and updated as required
	Relevant partners to be briefed (RLN East etc.)
	Brussels Office
	
	

	Proposal for an integrated Youth on the Move programme 2014-2020 (Phase II)
	EIF to be briefed.  This sets direction for a number of linked policy proposals
	EIF and relevant partners to be briefed (ACER etc.)
	Brussels Office
	
	published on 15 September

	Communication on the implementation of the sport provisions of the Lisbon Treaty
	To be informed when published and updated as required
	Relevant partners to be briefed (European Officers and Officers responsible for promoting Olympics, sport and healthy lifestyles)
	Brussels Office
	
	18/01 Communication "Developing the European Dimension in Sport". Included in policy snapshots. 

	Green Paper: Unlocking the potential of cultural and creative industries
	To be informed when published and updated as required
	Relevant partners to be briefed (Arts Council – East)
	Brussels Office
	
	Published 27/04/10

	Commission proposal for an EP and Council decision on new Culture and Media actions
	EIF to be informed when published 
	Relevant partner to be briefed and ready to respond if necessary (Arts Council East)
	Brussels Office
	
	Budget proposals published 29/06. €1.6bn proposed for Çreative Europe. Published in policy snapshots

	Revision of the Qualifications Directive
	To be informed when published. 
	Relevant partner to be briefed and ready to respond if necessary (ACER and Universities)
	
	
	Published in policy snapshots in July and relevant partners sent more detailed briefing.


	Business, Trade

	Communication on “A Trade Strategy for Europe 2020” (EU2020 Strategy, strategic initiative 30)
	EIF to be informed of EU Trade strategy orientations
	EIF to be briefed
	Brussels Office/UKTI
	Published October 2010
	Included in policy snapshot and broader Innovation Union briefing note

	Proposal to reinforcing support to EU SMEs in markets outside the EU
	To be informed when published
	Possible briefing
	Brussels Office/UKTI
	Expected mid-2011
	Now expected end of 2011.

	Communication on Corporate Social Responsibility
	EIF and other relevant forums to be informed 
	EIF and/or other relevant forums (EEBG) to be briefed
	Brussels Office/EEBG
	Draft published in March 2010
	Included in Business Update

	Communication on Midterm review of Small Business Act
	To be informed when published
	Possible note to be circulated depending on content of Communication as this may indicate key future proposals 
	Brussels Office/EEBG
	Expected in December 2010, now delayed until 1st quarter 2011
	Review published in February 2011. No significant developments.

	EU contract Law

The European Commission’s Green Paper sets out a number of proposals for progressing towards a European Contract Law for consumers and businesses

	To be informed 
	Possible briefing
	Brussels Office
	Green Paper published July 2010, possible legislative proposal in 2011/2012
	Included in the Business Update

	Late Payments Directive


	The parties reached an agreement that the Directive will also apply to business-to-business payments, where all suppliers must to be paid within 60 days "unless otherwise expressly agreed between the debtor and the creditor, and provided it is not grossly unfair to the creditor". 
	To consider whether it is a business impact 
	Brussels Office
	Approved  in October 2010 and will come into force across the  EU in 2013

	Included in the policy snapshot


	Regional Policy, Structural Funds

	Fifth report on economic, social and territorial Cohesion (EU2020 Strategy, strategic initiative 34)
	EIF (as well as EPSG) to be briefed and to engage actively on behalf of the partnership.  This Communication will set the clear direction for structural funds post 2013.  The EIF will need to put a strong and coherent campaign together for the maintaining of structural funds post 2013
	EIF to be briefed, respond and lead lobby for structural funds for the East of England post 2013
	Brussels Office to brief, all to engage
	Published 9 November 
	Commission Consultation closing end January 2011.  East of England draft response considered by EOG in December and presented to EIF for discussion and sign off 7 January 2011

	Legislative proposals on the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) and Cohesion Fund
	As with the ESF proposal, above, early heads up required for EIF to be ready to engage on lobby
	Lobbying required
	Brussels Office
	Spring 2011
	

	Communication on ‘Reinforcing the contribution of Cohesion Policy to the development of a knowledge based economy and regional innovation and delivering Europe 2020’
	Possible briefing/background document for EIF, depending on content
	Background note to be prepared
	Brussels Office
	
	

	Review of guidelines on national regional aid
	High Importance for key areas of East of England to regain eligible area status
	
	Brussels Office/local partners
	2012
	We expect a draft set of Guidelines to be published in the 2nd quarter of 2012 and the final version to be published in the second half of 2012.
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