
England’s Northwest and the 2008 Open Days
Population: 6,853,000
Area: 14 106 km2
Population Density (inh/km2): 486
GDP per capita: 104 (2005)

Mark Atherton, Head of Sustainable Development and Climate Change at  
Northwest Regional Development Agency, is moderating two sessions:

Renewable Energy Sector
07B07 – Will our generation be forgiven? 
Local solutions to global challenges 
England’s Northwest has 2 offshore and 21 onshore wind 
farms with a total generating capacity of 350 MW with  
a further 620 MW planned or under construction. The 
NW coast has been named as one of UK’s ‘Offshore 
Wind Development Zones’.

Some of the highest tidal ranges in the UK are to be 
found around the NW coastline and there is active 
interest in possible schemes located in the Mersey 
Estuary (Liverpool),  Morecambe Bay (Lancaster) 
and the Solway Firth.  A NW Tidal Energy Forum has 
recently been formed to bring the interested parties 
and other stakeholders together in order to further the 
development of these schemes.  

A NW Biomass programme supported by NWDA will 
be launched in October 2008 to provide support for heat 
based biomass schemes particularly for industrial sites 
where biomass will be used to generate process heat. 

For information about this session please email 
Joe.Flanagan@nwda.co.uk

Action on Climate Change
08B20 – Red lights to green energy? 
Overcoming barriers to renewables
In 2006, England’s Northwest published the Northwest 
Climate Change Action Plan (CCAP). The CCAP 
implementation is a programme of building regional 
consensus on tackling climate change through  
a low-carbon and well-adapted region. England’s 
Northwest has established a Climate Change Unit  
to coordinate initiatives.  
Visit www.climatechangenorthwest.com  
for more details.

To date, the focus has been on building capacity 
to deliver the CCAP across the region. This work 
has improved coordination, communications and 
improved the evidence base to ensure that future 
action is targeted. Ongoing activities include initiatives 
in transport, SME engagement, domestic (housing) 
energy efficiency, adaptation, demonstration projects, 
and the public sector. A potential total of £27million  
of ERDF match-funding has been allocated to support 
climate change, energy, and waste activities during the  
2007-2013 ERDF Programme.  

For information about this session please email 
Dan.Griffiths@nwda.co.uk


