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Action Programme in the field of lifelong learning – An Overview

General Objectives

The EU’s action programme in the field of Lifelong Learning has a number of key objectives. These include:

· To contribute to the development of quality lifelong learning

· To support the creation of the European area of lifelong learning

· To help improve the quality attractiveness and accessibility of the opportunities for lifelong learning 
· To reinforce the contribution of lifelong learning to social cohesion, active citizenship, intercultural dialogue, gender equality and personal fulfilment
· To help promote creativity, competitiveness, employability and the growth of entrepreneurial spirit

· To contribute to increased participation in lifelong learning by people of all ages

· To promote language learning and linguistic diversity

· To support the development of innovative ICT based content

· To reinforce the role of lifelong learning in creating a sense of European citizenship

· To promote cooperation in quality assurance in all sectors of education and training

· The encourage the best use of results, innovative production and processes and to exchange good practice

The Action Programme is divided into a number of subprogrammes
· Sectoral programmes
· Comenius – school education

· Erasmus – higher education

· Grundtvig – adult learning

· Leonardo da Vinci – vocational training

· A transversal (horizontal) programme including action on:

· Policy cooperation and innovation
· Promotion of language learning 

· Development of innovative ICT related issues

· Dissemination and exploitation of results
· A Jean Monnet Programme on European integration

· The Jean Monnet Action

· Operating grants to support specified institutions

· Operating grants to support other European institutions and associations
What actions will the Programme support?

The Commission has put forward ideas for 8 different activities to be funded:

· Mobility of individuals 
· Bilateral and multilateral partnerships

· Multilateral projects designed to promote quality in education and training systems through the transnational transfer of innovation

· Unilateral and national projects

· Multilateral projects and networks

· Observation and analysis of policies and systems, establishment of regular improvement of reference material, action to support transparency and recognition of qualifications and prior learning and action to support cooperation in quality assurance
· Operating grants to support certain operational and administrative costs of institutions and associations active in the field covered by the Lifelong Learning Programme

· Accompanying measures (conferences, studies etc)

· Preparatory visits for any of the above actions

Who is eligible to take part in the new Programme?

Different parts of the Integrated Programme are targeted at different groups, however, looking at the programme as a whole, it will be open to:

· Pupils/students/trainees/adult learners

· Teachers/trainers/staff involved in lifelong learning

· People in the labour market

· Learning providers

· Persons or bodies responsible for systems and policies 

· Enterprises, social partners and their organisations

· Bodies providing guidance, counselling and information services

· Associations working in the field of lifelong learning

· Researcher centres

· NGOs and voluntary bodies

Who will manage the Programme?

Different elements of the Integrated Programme will be managed by either the European Commission directly or by specifically appointed National Agencies (organisations in each Member States appointed to run the programmes).

The National Agencies shall have responsibility for:

· The mobility of individuals
· Bilateral and multilateral partnerships

· Unilateral and national projects (dissemination of good practice only)

ie. All requests for funding for these projects should be directed at the National Agencies. They will select and allocate funding to projects.

The National Agencies and the Commission shall jointly manage:

· Multilateral projects

ie. Requests for funding will go to the National Agencies who will evaluate proposals and decide upon a shortlist. The shortlist will then be sent to the Commission for final approval. The funding will then be allocated by the National Agencies as directed by the Commission’s decision.

The Commission shall directly manage:

· Unilateral and national projects (except dissemination of good practice)

· Multilateral projects and networks

· Observation and analysis of policies projects

· Operating grants for specific organisations

· Other initiatives (accompanying measures) 

What is the proposed budget of the Programme?

The total budget of the programme is €6.9 billion over 7 years.

More info
For more info see: http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/newprog/index_en.html 
Katharine Mill
East of England Brussels Office

Updated June 2008

The Comenius Programme

What is the Comenius Programme?

The Comenius Programme is a support programme for activities at school-level education. It aims to encourage exchanges between pupils and staff, the development of partnerships between schools as well as promoting language learning, a European dimension to teacher training and support for improved school management. 

What activities will the Comenius Programme support (see project types above)?

The Programme will support the following activities:

· In terms of mobility projects:

· Exchanges of pupils and staff

· Placements in schools or enterprises abroad for pupils or educational staff

· Participation in training courses for teachers and other educational staff
· Study and preparatory visits

· Assistantships for teachers and potential teachers
· In terms of bilateral or multilateral partnerships 

· Partnerships between schools with a view to developing joint learning projects between pupils and teachers
· Partnerships between organisations responsible for any aspect of schools education, with a view to fostering interregional cooperation (Comenius-Regio partnerships) 
· In terms of multilateral projects and networks

· Projects developing, promoting and disseminating educational best practice
· Projects developing or exchanging experience on systems of providing information or guidance

· Projects developing, promoting and disseminating new teacher training courses or course content

· Networks developing education in a certain discipline or subject area

· Networks acquiring and disseminating relevant good practice and innovation

· Networks providing content support to projects and partnerships

· Networks promoting the development of needs analysis and its practical application
Accompanying Measures

Who can participate in the Comenius Programme?

The programme is open to:

· Pupils in pre-school through to upper secondary education

· Schools

· Teachers and other staff at schools
· Associations and representatives of those in school education

· Persons and bodies responsible for the organisation and delivery of education

· HEIs

· Bodies providing guidance, counselling and information services 

What will the budget of the Comenius Programme be?

Approximately 13% of the total budget has been allocated to the Comenius programme.
Where can I find more information?

http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/llp/comenius/index_en.html
Contact details for the UK National Contact Point for the Comenius Programme are:

British Council 

10, Spring Gardens

UK-London SW1A 2BN

Tel. : (44) 207 389 4277

Fax: :  (44) 207 389 4426

Website : http://www.lifelonglearningprogramme.org.uk
The Erasmus Programme

What is the Erasmus Programme?

The Erasmus Programme is a support programme for activities at higher-education level. It aims to support the realisation of the European Area of Higher Education and to reinforce the contribution of higher education and advanced vocational education to the process of innovation. It aims to do this through increased staff and pupil mobility, increased multilateral cooperation between European HEIs as well as improved transparency, the development of innovative practices and innovative ICT-based content. 
What activities will the Erasmus Programme support (see project types above)?

In terms of mobility projects:

· Mobility of students for studies or training abroad in HEIs, enterprises, training centres, research centres or other organisations

· Mobility of teaching staff in HEIs to teach or receive training in an HEI abroad

· Mobility of other HEI or enterprise staff for training or teaching

· Erasmus intensive programmes organised on a multilateral basis

In terms of multilateral projects and networks:

· Multilateral projects on innovation and experimentation

· Multilateral networks which aim to develop new learning concepts and competences

Other initiatives aimed at promoting the objectives of the Erasmus programme (Accompanying measures) 
Who can participate in the Erasmus programme?

The programme is open to:

· Students and trainees in all forms of tertiary level education
· HEIs (as specified by Member States)
· Teachers, trainers and other staff within those institutions

· Associations and representatives of those involved in HE

· Enterprises, social partners and other representatives of working life

· Public and private organisations responsible for the organisation and delivery of education, including NGOs
· Research centres

· Bodies providing guidance, counselling and information services

What will the budget of the Erasmus Programme be?
Approximately 40% of the budget shall be allocated to the Erasmus programme
No less than 80% shall be devoted to support for mobility. 
Where can I find more information?
http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/llp/erasmus/index_en.html
Contact details for the UK National Contact Point for the Erasmus Programme are:

British Council 

10, Spring Gardens

UK-London SW1A 2BN

Tel. : (44) 207 389 4277

Fax: :  (44) 207 389 4426

Website : http://www.lifelonglearningprogramme.org.uk  

Grundtvig Programme

What is the Grundtvig Programme?
The Grundtvig programme is a support programme for activities in the field of adult learning. It aims to contribute to the mobility of those involved in adult learning (target: 7000 p/y by 2013),  to increase cooperation between organisations involved in adult learning, to ensure that people from vulnerable social groups have access to adult learning, to facilitate innovative practices in adult education and their transfer, to support the development of innovative ICT content and to improve pedagogical approaches.

What activities will the Grundtvig Programme support (see project types above)?
In terms of mobility project:

· Mobility of individuals including both students and staff (including visits, assistantships or exchanges)

In terms of bilateral or multilateral partnerships:

· Grundtvig learning partnerships on themes of mutual interest

In terms of multilateral projects and networks

· Projects transferring innovation and good practice with a view to improving adult education systems

· Thematic networks known as ‘Grundtvig Networks’ which focus on developing adult education in a certain area, disseminating good practice and innovation, providing content support to other projects or promoting the development of needs analysis and quality assurance within adult education

Accompanying Measures

Who can participate in the Grundtvig programme?
The Grundtvig Programme is aimed at:

· Learners in adult education

· Learning providers in adult education

· Teaching and administrative staff in those adult learning institutions or organisations
· Establishments involved in training adult education staff

· Associations or representatives of those involved in adult education

· Bodies providing guidance, counselling and information services relating to adult education

· Persons and bodies responsible for systems and policies concerning aspects of adult education

· Research centres

· Enterprises

· NGOs, voluntary organisations

· HEIs

What will the budget of the Grundtvig Programme be?
Approximately 4% of the budget shall be allocated to the Grundtvig Programme. 
Where can I find more information?
http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/llp/grundtvig/index_en.html
Contact details for the UK National Contact Point for the Grundtvig Programme are:

ECOTEC

28-34 Albert Street

UK-Birmingham B4 7UD

Tel.: (44) 845 199 2929

Fax.: (44) 121 616 3779

llp@ecotec.com  

Website : http://www.lifelonglearningprogramme.org.uk 
The Leonardo da Vinci Programme

What is the Leonardo da Vinci Programme?
The Leonardo da Vinci programme is a support programme for activities in the field of vocational education and training. It aims to improve the quality and increase the volume of mobility of those involved in vocational education and training (both students and staff), improve cooperation between learning providers/enterprises/social partners, facilitate the development of innovative practices, improve the transparency and the recognition of qualifications, encourage foreign language learning and support the development of innovative ICT-based content. 
What activities will the Leonardo Programme support (see project types above)?
In terms of mobility projects:

· transnational placements in enterprises or in training institutions

· placements and exchanges of trainers or guidance counsellors aimed at further professional development 
In terms of bilateral and multilateral partnerships:

· multilateral projects in particular aimed at improving training systems through the transfer of innovation involving the linguistic, cultural and legal adaptation to national needs of innovative products and processes developed in different contexts

· multilateral projects aimed at improving training systems through the development and transfer of innovation and good practice

· thematic networks of experts and organisations working on specific issues

· other initiatives aimed at promoting the objectives of the Leonardo da Vinci Programme (Accompanying Measures)
Who can participate in the Leonardo programme?
The Leonardo Programme is open to the following groups of people:

· young people in vocational education and training (up to the end of secondary education)

· learners in continuing vocational training and education

· people in the labour market

· learning providers in the field of vocational education and training

· teaching and administrative staff

· associations and representatives of those involved in vocational education and training

· enterprises, social partners and other representatives of working life (including chambers of commerce and other trade organisations)

· bodies providing guidance, counselling and information services in lifelong learning

· research centres

· NGOs and voluntary organisations

What will the budget of the Leonardo Programme be?
Approximately 25% of the budget shall be allocated to the Leonardo da Vinci programme

Where can I find more information?
http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/llp/leonardo/index_en.html
Projects portal: http://www.adam-europe.eu/adam/homepageView.htm
Success-stories:
http://ec.europa.eu/dgs/education_culture/publ/pdf/leonardo/success-stories2007_en.pdf
Contact details for the UK National Contact Point for the Leonardo Programme are:

ECOTEC

28-34 Albert Street

UK-Birmingham B4 7UD

Tel. : (44) 845 199 2929

Fax : (44) 121 616 3779

llp@ecotec.com  

Website : http://www.lifelonglearningprogramme.org.uk 

The Transversal Programme

What is the Transversal Programme?
The Transversal Programme is intended to support activities which cut across more than one traditional field of activity or sector of education (horizontal issues).  It is divided into four key activities (KA):

· KA1 - policy cooperation and innovation in lifelong learning

· KA2 - promotion of language learning

· KA3 - development of innovation in ICT-based content and practice

· KA4 - dissemination of results of the EU’s education and training programmes and exchange of good practice

What activities will the Transversal Programme support (see project types above)?
KA1 (policy cooperation and innovation)

Mobility projects eg:

· Study visits for experts, officials, directors of education and training establishments or social partners

Multilateral projects and networks eg:

· Multilateral projects aimed at preparing and testing policy proposals

· Multilateral networks of experts and/or institutions working together on policy issues:
· Related to the content of lifelong learning or to lifelong learning methodologies and policies

· Fora on strategic issues in lifelong learning

Observation/analysis/reference material/recognition of qualifications projects eg:

· studies and comparative research

· development of indicators and statistical surveys

· support for the operation of the Eurydice network

Action to support transparency and recognition of qualifications and competences

· networks of organisations which facilitate mobility and recognition of qualifications

· transnational web-based services which support recognition of qualifications (ie Ploteus)

· Activities under the Europass initiative

Accompanying measures

KA2 (language learning)

Multilateral projects and networks eg:

· Projects developing new language learning materials

· Projects developing tools and courses for language teacher training

· Networks in the field of language learning and linguistic diversity

Accompanying measures eg:
· Activities to make language learning more attractive to learners through mass media  and/or marketing campaigns

· Conferences

· Studies

· The development of statistical indicators in the field of language learning and linguistic diversity

KA3 (innovation in ICT-based issues)

In terms of multilateral projects and networks:

· Projects aimed at the development and distribution of innovative methods, contents, services and environments

· Networks aimed at sharing and exchanging knowledge, experience and good practice

Observation/analysis/reference material/recognition of qualifications projects eg:

· Mechanisms for evaluation, observation, benchmarking, quality improvement and the analysis of trends with respect to technology and pedagogy

KA4 (dissemination of results)

· unilateral and national projects

Multilateral projects and networks eg:

· projects supporting the exploitation and implementation of innovative products and processes

· stimulating cooperation between projects operating in the same field

· developing good practice with regard to dissemination methods

In terms of observation/analysis/reference material/recognition of qualifications projects eg:

· establishment of reference material 

Where can I find more information?
http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/llp/transversal/index_en.html
The Jean Monnet Programme

What is the Jean Monnet Programme?
The Jean Monnet Programme is a support programme aimed at stimulating excellence in teaching, research and reflection on European integration, enhancing knowledge and awareness of issues relating to European integration, supporting key European Institutions dealing with issues relating to European integration and supporting the existence of high-quality European associations active in the fields of education and training. 

What activities will the Jean Monnet Programme support (see project types above)?
In terms of unilateral and national projects:

· Jean Monnet Chairs, centres of excellence and teaching modules

· Associations of professors, other teachers in higher education and researchers specialising in European integration

· Support for young researchers specialising in European integration

· Information and research activities relating to the Community with the aim of promoting discussion, reflection and knowledge about the process of European integration

Multilateral projects and networks eg:

· Support for the establishment of multilateral research groups in the field of European integration

In terms of operating grants

· support for certain operational and administrative costs of the following institutions:

· the College of Europe (Bruges and Natolin campuses)

· The European University Institute, Florence

· The European Institute of Public Administration, Maastricht

· The Academy of European Law, Trier

· The European Agency for Development in Special Needs Education, Middelfart

· The International Centre for European Training, Nice

· Support for certain operational and administrative costs of European institutions or associations active in the fields of education and training

Who can participate in the Jean Monnet programme?
The Jean Monnet Programme is open to:

· Students and researchers in the field of European Integration 
· HEIs within and outside the community 
· Teaching and administrative staff within those institutions
· Associations and representatives

· Public and private organisations responsible for the organisation and delivery of education at local and regional levels

· Research centres and bodies concerned with issues relating to European integration
What will the budget of the Jean Monnet Programme be?
The proposed budget for the Jean Monnet Programme is € million

Not less than 16% of the budget shall be devoted to support the Jean Monnet Action
Not less than 65% to the operating grants for specific institutions

Not less than 19% to operating grants to support other European institutions and associations in the fields of education and training. 

Where can I find more information?

http://ec.europa.eu/education/programmes/llp/jm/index_en.html
