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EU Youth in Action Programme 

(2007-2013)

What are the main aims of the programme?

The Youth in Action programme has a number of general objectives. They include:

· To promote young people’s active citizenship 

· To develop solidarity among young people

· To foster mutual understanding between young people in different countries
· To contribute to developing the quality of support systems for youth activities

· To promote European cooperation in the youth field
What activities will be funded?

The Commission’s proposals suggest the programme should focus on 5 actions:

· Youth for Europe. Activities include:

· Youth Exchanges – one or more groups of young (13-25) people are hosted by a group from another country in order to participate together in a joint programme of activities. 
· Youth Initiatives – projects should allow young people to participate actively and directly in activities of their own devising to develop their own initiative, enterprise and creativity. 

· Youth Democracy Projects – projects should encourage the active participation of young (13-30) people in the life of their local, regional or national community, or at an international level. 
· Thematic Networking

· European Voluntary Service. Activities include:

· Young volunteers (aged 18-30) taking part in non-profit making unpaid activity in a country other than their usual place of residence

· Groups of young people (Aged 18-30) taking part collectively in European or international level activities in the field of culture, sport, civil protection, the environment, development aid etc

· Training and tutoring of young volunteers and coordination activities for the various partners 
· Youth in the World. Activities include:

· Cooperation with neighbouring countries of the EU

· Youth exchanges

· Support for young (18-30) people’s initiatives
· Activities to network and enhance the capacity of NGOs in the field of youth

· Activities to stimulate innovation and quality in approaches in the youth field

· Information activities for young people

· Activities promoting cooperation in the field of youth with the neighbouring countries

· Cooperation with other countries

· Cooperation activities in the field of youth

· Exchanges between and the training of those active in youth work and youth organisations
· Multilateral  and bilateral exchanges of young people

· Youth support systems. Activities include:

· Support for bodies active at European level in the field of youth (eg NGOs)

· Projects encouraging innovation and quality

· Information activities for young people and those active in youth work and youth organisations
· Partnerships 

· Support for the structures of the programme (ie National Agencies)

· Measures adding value to the programme (ie seminars, meetings etc)

· Support for European cooperation in the youth field. Activities include:

· Meetings of young people and those responsible for youth policy

· Support for activities bringing about better understanding and knowledge of youth issues

· Cooperation with international organisations, in particular the Council of Europe

Who is eligible to take part?

The programme is open to:

· Young people

· Groups of young people

· Youth workers

· Youth organisations

· Other partners working on youth issues

What sort of funding is available?

The programme has a budget of €885 million for 2007-2013. This breaks down between the different actions as follows:
Youth for Europe – 30% 
European Voluntary Service – 23% 
Youth of the World – 6% 
Youth support systems - 15% 
Support for European cooperation in the youth field – 4%
Deadlines

A permanent call for proposals is effective, with five deadlines per year (1 February, 1 April, 1 June, 1 September, 1 November) for decentralised actions, and three per year for centralised actions. Other calls are launched annually.


Where can I get more information?

The Commission website for the programme is http://ec.europa.eu/youth/index_en.html 
National agencies are responsible for the selection of most projects funded under Youth in Action. The UK national agency is:

Connect Youth

Education, Science and Society

The British Council

10, Spring Gardens

UK – SW1 2BN London

Tel.: +44-207.389.4753/207.389.4030

Fax: +44-207.389.4033

E-mail: connectyouth.enquiries@britishcouncil.org
Website: http://www.britishcouncil.org/connectyouth.htm
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